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«How Blue was Blue, The Blue of Sky»
17 - 25 Jun 2016 / 4 to S pm
Other Days: 11 am to 7 pm

The Basement is closed on Sundays.
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|  How Blue

Keyvan Mahjoor



Keyvan Mahjoor AY e
Keyvan Mahjoor was born and raised in the historical city of Isfahan, Iran, b U
where from a very young age he was immersed in ancient art historical context and 8 e The EOE;ttE Eéfalifition
the city's complex, multilayered cultural fabric. The masters of the artof Persian -~ @ — — + " — =
miniature painting trained him as a miniaturist. Even though modernin appearance, stylistic

references of miniature painting are still evident in the composition and design 39—t
elements of his latest drawings. Keyvan Mahjoor's sketches are narrative and lyrical; ] —u] o
they weave together human figures, mythical characters, and symbolic forms; : N _

. ) . ffo_)_ﬁu_,cu‘)y_l_?&‘...
and are embedded with arabesque designs and calligraphy. The use of text for . . /
illustrative purposes is a common and repetitive theme in Mahjoor’s drawings. Lo |

D 51
Historically, the function of calligraphic inscriptions used in Persian paintings and HIe Aot

illustrations served both an aesthetic and informative purpose. While the scripts

and text in Keyvan Mahjoor’s drawings are incomprehensible, perhaps of greater oase=zle=

importance is the manner by which the text has been implemented within the pictorial space '—UL"“’T@—»’T“—’
and the cavities the words occupy within the framework of the drawings. Upon the completion B slaas f‘—-"ﬂ als
of his degree in Persian Literature from University in Shiraz, Mahjoor worked Loand i plsi
for the Niavaran Cultural Centre of Tehran for five years, and later established wolsgbaol ggy ol
Ketab-e-Azad, a bookstore and publishing company in 19739. He moved to Montreal, g
Canadain 1981 where he has been based since, and continues to be an active voice cglbo gty 0y
for cultural and humanitarian causes in the exiled Iranian community. Having begun PR P
his exhibition practice only in the last couple of years, Mahjoor’'s works have been =)l >y
enthusiastically received in various venues in Mantreal, Toronta, Tehran and Beirut. Tougalyd gai gy
(s ) ()3 G539 Ohgs Job o 9 3 dgie plgsiol 2oyl g )3 yomge pleS How Blue Was Blue, :
hhbysiline ol 2 s T 02z g a3z B8 by (145 o o)l The Blue of Sky
ula)5 3> )30 9y 9l 3l slahb 65l 2929 b ol o ol plalasl goyigol
Gl sggiie ol g0k polic g (ganS)5)d 0o 59y giline Hiles gladdy, ..... | do not know where it was;
loyg-bunl slociasus  Hlul sl gous Lo Tasiwe liwig gy ye plas slo>hb | shall never know..
ool i slapbb s gailen basn 93 p o0&l awslap, 69 ¢ | know that it was Spring
yoxgo sla >l b )y o)lwpg i abai dbgjloslaiwl . aslesolgy a iy, o> And the garden of the king..
5 Lainlas) 3 gy (i Al bl culo 359835 Jolaia b How blue, so blue was
Cwlosg it ey islib by slielba e Sl slaglo,gas The blue of the sky!
Ol ool sil £950)5 g0 Do sLa>lhb s Latiig 935 Lle 5Lose gl Tell me a story nanny..
313 G el 26 e a2l )3 LaTas ol o> 5y ugaislas)s Al stories are
o 0Buiily ) )L bl saiiy )3 e JIg) L8l gu )= 1 That day, and the garden,
5909 uaw B OLTOLS WAV )5 s § 3,515 (el (g huBim s )5 Jlw xin & xoay and the lady

_5)5 ulpLeA\)l_)lS LJ\)_U%A_)\YJC)C\ dl_w)_) 9‘.)94(7)l_j__> 0[5_1_)9 U_w9)9<_>l_.\5(5_:(k5 : | was in that solitude.. :
905';%)5L)—;’L‘M)3‘5_’))—’U"‘MMUJ\)39"MSU‘ALJE‘\"))‘@"“L)—"))ULQ)UT)‘9 ..................................................

03,5 €9, >l Jlo 152 )5 ] 500 0lEiules )5 gl cuwl il g i sasal> Hluol Excerpts from a poem
wleng gy o)l wnaigy g ohgiginy g Jhtige )5 i) LT Hinl_ais)e 550 Lol by Fernando Pessoa
©ox—polo—Srolainl i wlboa 1&g LIS This Catalogue was Published an the Occasion of
il G load e w00 g ag b, >)s 1 Keyvan Mahjoor's Exhibition at Dastan's Basement.
obie L Bumlas - (L o)y bl yomge )lgaS: yio Text: Keyvan Mahjoor (Artist) - Publisher: Dastan
Lecheiecienion il ols )8 gl /015 salue slage ol Tasao - Lexolllus)s ¢ Coordinator: Nina Ebadi and Roxana Afkhami
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