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Landscapes of the Mind

Group Presentation

Curated by Shahed Saffari
September 13" — October 4™, 2024

+2 is pleased to present “Landscapes of the Mind,” a
group exhibition curated by Shahed Saffari, on view from
September 13" to October 4™, 2024. The exhibition will
feature works by artists Ali Akbar Sadeghi, Mohammad
Hossein Maher, Seroj Barseghian, Mehrdad Mohebali,
Poova Aryanpour, Omid Hallaj, Meghdad Lorpour, Hadi
Alijani, Asal Peirovi, Morteza Pourhosseini, Nasim Shoja,
Elham Nafissi, Dorsa Asadi, Mohsen Fouladpour, and
Kolsum Salehi.

As described by the curator, Shahed Saffari, this exhibition
delves into the imagination of the artist. It began with the
work of Ali Akbar Sadeghi, whose dreamlike compositions
emerge from the unconscious, creating involuntary
spaces that confront the viewer with an imaginative
landscape.

Saffari notes that each artist's work reflects a different
imaginative perspective. Meghdad Lorpour’s landscapes
may present barren scenes with dry trees, while Nasim
Shoja’s are entirely surreal, and. Each artist brings their
interpretation of the landscape, highlighting a unique
interplay between imagination and the real world.

Asal Peirovi's 2024 piece, composed of ecoline, acrylic,
and marker on cardboard, shifts away from traditional
landscapes, instead focusing on geometric forms
suspended in space alluding to the Persian miniature
paintings. As well as Elham Nafisi whose waorks are
inspired by waorks of literature such as “Kalila wa-Dimna”
and the "Conference of the Birds". Her 2024 acrylic and
marble dust on canvas reflects a careful, detail-oriented
approach to capturing nature.

Kolsum Salehi's 2024 monotype and papier-maché work
examines trees in a typological manner, while Mohsen
Fouladpour's ceramic bird suggests associations with
objects typically found in souvenir shops.

Ali Akbar Sadeghi's 1985 oil on canvas paintings depict
scenes that evoke complex, surreal landscapes, while
Nasim Shoja's 2024 pieces combine elements of the
uncanny with more familiar, serene views.
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Meghdad Lorpour's 2019 acrylic on canvas portrays a
barren landscape marked by the presence of decaying
trees.

Morteza Pourhosseini and Mehrdad Mohebali's 2024
acrylic-on-canvas waorks focus on human figures placed
within natural environments. Hadi Alijani's 2019 still life,
painted with acrylic on canvas, incorporates a suburban
setting to contrast traditional subject matter. Pooya
Aryanpour’s 2022 mixed-media sculpture, which includes
dyed glass and mirror fragments, invites viewers to
consider mountains as abstract forms, cut at their
summits.

Dorsa Asadi's 2023 ceramics, "A Celebration for Trees"
and "Resistance Tree," address the symbolic relationship
between trees and endurance. Seroj Barseghian's 2024
acrylic on canvas employs vibrant, undulating stripes that
convey movement, a visual element also found in Omid
Hallaj's 2020 oil on canvas “Harizon Line,” where the sea,
sky, and flora interact. Mohammad Hossein Maher's
2007 oil on canvas offers a monochromatic exploration of
mythological flora and fauna.

The exhibition emphasizes that while the landscapes
depicted may appear unreal or abstract, they often evoke
distinctly Iranian elements such as a sense of fantasy and
poetry and imagination shaped by the artists' cultural and
personal backgrounds. The influence of the Persian
Garden is notable, not just as a historical form but as a
living, evolving presence in contemporary Iranian life and
art.
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