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Dastan is pleased to announce “Jersey Barrier’, a presentation by Amir Farsijani at Electric Room. The
show will be open to public view from February 9 to 14, 2018.

Amir Farsijani (b. 1988, Tehran, Iran) is a multidisciplinary artist who mostly works in photography and
installation with a conceptual approach. He is a graduate of graphic design. Daily urban experiences play a
major role in his initial approaches to his works. The first step is the documentation of whatever is
considered as standards of urban life. He explains that by using photography for documentation, he can
more easily go back to the spaces he has been to.

Amir Farsijani usually works with urban objects, and the city is his ‘raw material. In I am an Athlete” (first
shown at 'Enghelab Street’, 2015, ZK/U, Berlin), he created three sculptures and installed them on the
surrounding fencings of Tehran's Valiasr junction —fencings that have limited the transit pathway of
citizens in one of the most important and crowded crossroads of Tehran. Continuing his work, Amir created
a /x8m maze in the gallery space modeled conceptually on Valiasr pedestrian underpass (‘Foldings’, 2016,
Tarahan-e-Azad Gallery, Tehran).

A "Jersey Barrier” is a concrete barrier designed in the 1950s by Stevens Institute of Technology for the
state of New Jersey. The current presentation consists of three installations base don Jersey Barrier: a
memaorial for a teenage girl killed in a 2014 accdent in Tabriz involving a Jersey Barrier; a second
installation based on photo documentations of barriers, and a moving installation.
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Amir Farsijani. 2018. A Five-Day-Long Memorial for Mahnaz'.
From "Jersey Barrier' Series. Thread, Black Ink, Wood, Leather, Metal Wires.
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On May 23, 2014 in Tabriz, a concrete
barrier which was put in place by the
municipality to block access to a shop,
fell down and Killed a le-year-old girl,
along with injuring her father —the
owner of the shop. Tabriz Municipality

had blocked the shop since 2008 to
stop them from doing business,

imposing an unpaid fine of IRR 15 million
(increased to IRR 4.5 billion in 2014).
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In the interaction between two opposing poles, where one part is active and
the other passive, power is not specifically exclusive to the side which seems
to be superior. Power claims all that builds up its potency. Power is not the
force to control; it is enabled by the possibility and potentiality of consistency.
The etymology of the word ‘Power” refers it back to two different meanings:
‘Poere” or the "ability to act or do; strength referring to ‘legal power or
authority; authorization’, and ‘Potens”; the third-person form of the same verb
—also the root of the word ‘potent’— signifying a state of ‘potentiality”.
According to Agamben®, such meaning of potentiality can be an alternative for
de-centralized ability of the mass.

Contrary to our expectations, such reading allows the source of power to
express itself. This can be understood by pure potentiality. In such reading of
potentiality, the side which is being moved by power, finds its utmost capacity by
remaining potential This cannot be realized unless a break is taken from
dialectic, which is itself broken in its nature. This rupture and interruption is like
a ‘train locomotive braking. Such redemptive moment, does not happen in the
end, but offers the possibility for freedom throughout the way. You can expect
the potential to turn into potentiality, at any moment. Ali Hassan Yektai

* Agamben, Giorgio. ‘Mezzi senza fine. Note sulla politica” (1996) — "Means Without End: Notes of
Politics” Trans. Vincenzo Binetti and Cesare Casarino. University of Minnesota Press. 2000.

Form-of-Life’ p. 10.
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Amir Farsijani. Untitled. From "Jersey Barrier” Series.
2018. Metal, Gearwheels, Thread, Acrylic Paint, Paste.
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Amir Farsijani. Untitled. From "Jersey Barrier” Series. 2018. Leather, Thread, Photographs.
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